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Upcoming Events for the Advent
Season
12/3 Love Thy Neighbor Luncheon
12/5 Birthday Party for Jesus at 6:30 pm
12/7 God Squad Meeting
12/21 Christmas Cantata
12/21 Christmas Caroling at 4:00 pm
12/24 Family Christmas Eve Service
at 5:30 pm
12/24 Traditional Christmas Eve Service
at 11:00 pm
12/25 Christmas Community Dinner

A Note From the Pastor
In the Pulitzer Prize winning play Green Pastures,
by Marc Connelly, there is a scene in which the Lord is
anxiously looking out over the parapets of heaven, trying
to decide what to do with the sinful situation on earth.
Gabriel enters with his horn tucked under his arm and
stands behind the Lord. Sensing the Lord's dilemma,
Gabriel brushes his lips across the trumpet and asks,
“Lord, has the time come for me to blow the trumpet?”
“No, no,” said the Lord, “don't touch the
trumpet, not yet.” Gabriel then asks the Lord what he
plans to do. “Will you send someone down? And if so,
who? How about another David or Moses? You could
send one of the prophets: Isaiah or Jeremiah. There are
lots of great prophets up here. What do you think,
Lord?”
Without looking back at Gabriel, God said, “I am
not going to send anyone. This time I am going myself.”
And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory,
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the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.
Thanks be to God for the Christmas gift, the Incarnation.
May you hold dear that gift above all others this
Christmas season.
Grace and peace,
Anne

United Methodist Women
Our church's relationship with Haiti began
with UMW. Our Haitian relationship
continues through UMW and
beyond. Last year the United Methodist
Women (UMW) sponsored Seden Noel,
7 years old, and Katiana Lexus, 6 years
old. Because of your generosity these
two precious children have been able to
attend school and get a meal there each
day! Seden and Katiana live in the
community around the Ryan Epps Home
for Children and are attending the school
there. Will you be willing to help sponsor
them again so that they can continue
attending school? Each month is a $25
donation. Starting in December through
March we will be collecting money to help
Seden and Katiana. They are counting
on us! Can we count on you?
Contact Debbie White at
dewdrop91804@aol.com

Are you on Facebook?
If so, we'd love to have you join us on our
growing FaceBook page! Did you know that we
have 'Likes' from not just NC but SC too? And
not just the USA but Albania and the
Philippines as well? For those that come from
NC, we have 17 cities or towns covered, all the
way out to Boone! Come on over to First United
Methodist Church of Fuquay Varina and see
what we are up to, locally, nationally and
internationally!

NEW - First Church Women’s Bible Study Group
UMW is sponsoring a new women’s Bible study starting in
2015…and you’re invited!
Come join us every other Tuesday evening, beginning January
13, from 7:00-8:30 pm as we study the word of God and gain
insights for living out our Christian lives together. We will
meet at Emily McFall’s home (we’ll rotate who hosts each
month) and will enjoy fellowship time before beginning our
lesson at 7:15 pm.
We will begin our journey with an 8-week study by Jennie
Allen entitled “Stuck”. The study is described as:
Do you feel stuck?
So many of us live stuck. Stuck in trying to seem perfect. Stuck
in sadness. Stuck feeling numb. Stuck pursuing more stuff to
make us happy. Stuck in something we can't even name. These
stuck places often go unattended inside of us and they are
shaping our lives more than we would like to think. We've
been trying to fix this feeling with everything but...
God. He has a plan for these spaces inside of us, the places we
feel broken, but we have to go to Him. Stuck is a journey to
take an honest look at the fight going on inside, leading us to
the God who has a plan to restore it, to restore us. Because as
we realize that our stuck places are the very places that make
us ache for God, we find Him waiting there for us with hope
and freedom.
Once we complete this study, our group will choose what
we’d like to study next (and next…and next…). Our hearts are
for this group to support and love one another as we grow
our faith in Christ through authentic conversation and
intentional study of the Bible. ALL WOMEN ARE
WELCOME!
We look forward to seeing you there!
Laurie Gould - lgould@schooldude.com
Margaret Kincaid - mkincaid17@roadrunner.com
Emily McFalls – emcfalls205@nc.rr.com
Tiffany Warren tiffany_b_warren@yahoo.com

“Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord.”
– Luke 2:11

Annual Christmas Cantata

Celebrating God's Hope, Peace, Joy and Love!
Presented by Chancel Choir, Instrumental Ensemble and Children's Choir
Sunday, December 21
excerpts at 8:30 worship
Full presentation at 11:00 worship
Children's Choir continues to rehearse on Sunday, Dec 7 and 14 at 4:15pm in preparation
for joining Chancel Choir in the Christmas Cantata on Sunday, Dec 21 and singing a special
Children's anthem at the 5:30 Family Christmas Eve Service.
All Church Christmas Caroling, Sunday, December 21, 4pm.
Share the message of Hope with a hand shake or touch on the
shoulder. Share the message of Peace with your reassuring
presence.
Share the message of Joy with a smile and the energy of youth.
Share the message of Love with a warm embrace or by being the
light of Jesus to those in a dark place along life's journey.
This is what Christmas Caroling is about!
For some the message is heard in the melody and words of
Christmas Carols.
But what a powerful witness it is to experience the message
through an authentic connection! (More so for those giving than
receiving!)

Haiti Mission Trip 2015
Are you interested in being a part
of First Church's next team to
Haiti? Awesome! God has so much
He can show us on this trip....how
to love others, serve others,
feelings of joy, feelings of incredible
heartbreak where you are
reminded that you need Him above
all else and becoming a family with
your team. Butch Huffman will
lead our team from August 4th12th! Please pray about this
opportunity. Contact Dana Vaughn
at djjv_vaughn@yahoo.com or
601-1312 with any questions.

Love Thy Neighbor
Our next Love Thy Neighbor meal at
West Jones Street Park is on
Wednesday, December 3rd at 11:20am.
This ministry provides a meal the first
Wednesday of each month to our
neighbors in need. We also enjoy a
wonderful time of fellowship together!
We will be loading the bus at 10:30am
that morning; feel free to come early
and help! We are in need of the
following items to complete the meal:
2 double batches of chili
2 large salads and dressings
3 family size bags of Tostitos
sour cream
2 desserts
4 sodas.
Please contact Dana Vaughn at
djjv_vaughn@Yahoo.com if you can
provide any of these items.

Prayer Ministry
Your prayer team hopes you enjoyed the All Saints Day luncheon after church on November
2! We are here to intercede for you, please share your prayer requests with us. There is no
such thing as too much prayer, nor is there too small a request for us to offer up a prayer on
your behalf.
Many from our congregation have been enjoying and learning about prayer through the study that
Karen Davis offered. Thank you Karen for making this opportunity happen!
You can fill out a pew prayer card and drop it in a basket by either door to the sanctuary or in
the offering plate on Sundays. You can call or email us anytime! Or send your request to us
through the church's web site. fumcfv.org
As always, if you feel God nudging you to get involved with your prayer team, please contact
me. I would love to hear from you!
We wish you a blessed Advent and a joyous Christmas season!

Visitors From the Past
Make plans now to learn from the mother of the father of Methodism, Susannah Wesley, on
Sunday, January 4, 2015 during both services.
And come again on Wednesday, January 7 after the Wednesday Night Supper to hear from a
Mary of Magdala! Supper is at 6pm and program is at 7pm.
If you have not seen Luella Krieger perform, you don't want to miss this opportunity. You can
go to visitorsfromthepast.org to find more information She may make you laugh or cry. Ask
around and hear what others have to say. Many from First Church have heard her at least
once. A love offering for her ministry will be taken at both times. Also, she will have DVDs
available for purchase so you can take her home with you and share her amazing talent with
your friends.
Invite your friends and neighbors, a visitor from the past would be a great first
introduction for someone new to our church family.
We hope you will join us on both Sunday and Wednesday, January 4 & 7, for you will be blessed
by each visitor that Luella brings to us!

If you have questions about the Prayer Ministry or Visitors From the Past, please
contact Debbie White at
dewdrop91804@aol.com

Children’s Events
December 2014
December 5th: Birthday Party for Jesus at 6:30pm
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall for supper, cake and
activities. This is a special night to spend with your church
family as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.
**We will also give Jesus the gift of our service at the party
by putting together Christmas Community Stockings!**

December 7th: God Squad meeting at 5pm
All 3rd-5th graders are invited! We will meet in the basement for supper and our
devotion from 5-6:45pm. Our lesson is entitled “Mine, Mine, All Mine!: Giving.”

December 21st: God Squad going caroling at 3:50pm
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall to get organized for our
caroling outing. We will then come back to church for our
God Squad Christmas party in the basement, which will conclude at 6:45pm.

December 24th: Christmas Eve Program at 5:30pm
The Christmas Eve Service begins at 5:30pm and is very kid
friendly. The children will meet with Pastor Anne for the Children’s
Moment and then be dismissed to dress in costume for the
program. We invite children of all ages to participate.

The CREW is very excited about hosting this year’s Valentine’s
Banquet and have decided to change the theme. We will be hosting an
Art Gala Mystery Dinner on Saturday, February 21st at 6pm. Mark
your calendars now for this evening of mystery and suspicion. Tickets
will go on sale at the end of January.

?

Christmas Community Stockings
Our church is hosting a Christmas supper on Christmas Day. We would like to give a stocking to
each person that attends the supper.
If you would like to donate items for the stockings, here are some suggestions:
~kid and adult gloves
~kid and adult socks
~girl hair accessories
~combs/brushes
~nail polish
~Barbie-style dolls
~Matchbox cars
~watches
~necklace sets
~ear buds
~men’s wallets
Please remember that all items need to be able to fit into a standard size stocking. We have had
success buying some of these items at Cato’s and Roses. Please contact Dana Vaughn at
djjv_vaughn@yahoo.com if you would like to contribute to the stockings.

Birthdays

1

12/1
12/1
12/2
12/2
12/3
12/3
12/3
12/4
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/7
12/8
12/8
12/8
12/11
12/14
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/17
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21

Kay Dell Arnold
Malcolm Buck
Bill Akins
Robert Munzenmaier
Linda Skiles
Wendy Avery
Joshua Boyette
Kevin Ashworth
Mason Vaughn
Betsy Crabtree
Linda Cromwell
Lisa Campbell
Leah Boyette
William Sturtevant
Karen Krauss
Davis Ruffin
Nathan White
Jared Jessee
Jason Parigoris
Norma Tesson
Tim Ruffin
Graham Dianaty
Margie Scheller
Linda Miller
Kristi Akins
Amy White
Carrie Jackson

12/22
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/25
12/26
12/29
12/30
12/30

Regina Zamzow
Marge Pelton
Bryan Daniels
Carl Zamzow
Charles Hair
Robert Senter
Emily Jessee
Carmen Boyette
Max Ashworth III

Anniversaries
12/1
12/3
12/8
12/14
12/16
12/17
12/17
12/19
12/20
12/20
12/21
12/27
12/28

Kevin & Cynthia Ashworth
Robert & Teresa Shell
Dick & Vivian Owens
Chad & Victoria Benditz
John & Sally Stewart
Bob & Doris Thrower
Mark & Tena Beauchamp
Dewey & Barbara Bailey
Dean & Shirley Fasolt
Bill & Sarah Mountford
Hamid & Denise Dianaty
Mike & Linda Whitley
Chet & Mary Butcher

