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A Note from the Pastor

Mark Your
Calendar
9/5
Family Night
9/7
God Squad
Children’s Choir resumes
9/9
Grace Note’s resumes
9/13
Member Care Meeting
9/17
Fore Runners Luncheon
9/21
God Squad

One day the rabbis were debating the question, “Why was the
bush burning but not consumed?” The debate went on and on, many
answers were given, but all arguments ceased when one rabbi said,
“The bush was burning but not consumed so that one day when Moses
passed by he would finally notice it!”
I remembered that story as I thought about summer ending
and fall coming, school starting back, meetings resuming and life
seemingly busier. Moses had to turn aside from his usual busy-ness to
take a closer look. And in that bush, he meets God. I love the fact that
he had to turn aside—he had to choose to step off his well-worn path
to see this bush more closely.
How often do we pass by burning bushes without noticing
them? God didn’t place the bush directly in Moses’ path. It was within
his sight, but he had to turn off his usual path to meet God.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote:
"Earth's crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire with God,
But only he who sees takes off his shoes;
The rest sit round and pluck blackberries."
As summer ends, may we learn from Moses to not let our
usual routines and our usual busy lives keep us from noticing God
around us. May we take the time to step aside and look at the world
around us. We just may find ourselves on holy ground.

Helga Bogardus
Director of Music Ministry
music@fumcfv.org
Danny Moody
Organist
Join the Music Ministry! Fall is an exciting time as we return to activities that enrich our lives. At First
Church the Music Ministry is resuming our weekly schedule of rehearsals. First Church provides musical
ensembles for every age and talent. There is a place for you to offer your talent to the glory of God.
Contact Helga music@fumcfv.org for more information.
Chancel Choir - Provides weekly anthem for Sunday worship and Holy Days. A highlight for the fall is
preparing the annual Christmas Cantata for worship on Sunday, December 21. Rehearsals Wednesdays
at 7:00pm.
8:30 Music Team Grade 6 - Adult Vocalists, Guitars and Keyboard offer music in a contemporary style
for 8:30 worship on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. Rehearsals are scheduled for the 2nd and
4th Sunday at 5:00pm.
Children's Choir 4 year olds- 5th Grade Singing in Choir is a child's first experience in participating in
worship. Children share a joyful song in the fall for one Sunday morning worship, for the Hanging of the
Greens Service and for the 5:30 pm Christmas Eve Service. Children will also have a part in this year’s
Christmas Cantata! Rehearsals are Sunday afternoons at 4:15 pm beginning September 7.
Grace Notes Intermediate Handbell Choir - Attends festivals and offers music in worship bi-monthly. 4
positions are available. Rehearsals Tuesdays 7:00pm beginning Sept. 9.

Tell your friends and neighbors! For the
most vibrant and hearty mums, order from
the First Church Music Ministry! Available in
Purple, Burgundy, Orange, Bronze, White and
Yellow. 8” - $5 12” - $10.00 14” $15. Please submit payment with your
order. Order forms available in the Sunday
Bulletin, church office or submit order online
to music@fumcfv.org.

September is the month to start collecting household items for
the Music Ministries Annual Yard Sale. Whether you organize
an intensive Fall cleaning or just come across an item in your
daily routine, collect them in a reserved box in your garage or
other out-of-the-way place. We welcome furniture, kitchen
gadgets, sports equipment, Toys, books, DVDs, CDs,
electronics, Holiday decorations, Yard equipment, tools and
more! (Please contact Victoria Benditz about clothing and shoe
donations.) The church will be available
to receive donations the week of
October 6 for the sale on
Saturday, October 11.

CREW News
The CREW is excited to start our new year! If you are a 6th-12th grader, we would love for you
to join us! Our first meeting is Sunday, September 7 at 6pm in God’s Basement. Please
contact Victoria Benditz at vjbenditz@hotmail.com for more information.

Matthew 25 Project
It’s back to school for the kids in our community! Unfortunately,
many of them are in need of new clothes and shoes.
The Matthew 25 Project is in need of the following:
All girls clothes
Boys and girls clothes, sizes 0 months – 3T

I had the privilege of delivering a bedroom set to a family in need
a few weeks ago. While walking around the house, I was sad to
see that none of their mattresses had sheets or pillows.
If you have any extra bedding or pillows you aren’t using, please
consider donating them to the Matthew 25 Project.

Prayer Ministry
"When I am overwhelmed, you alone know the way I should
turn." Psalm 142:3 NLT
Are you overwhelmed? Would prayers for you be helpful? Please turn
to YOUR prayer team! We are here for you! It is September now
with many new activities starting back up again. It is enough to
overwhelm anyone. Keep turning to our Lord for strength and turn to
us to pray for you as well. Guidance to know which way to turn,
strength in the trying times, wisdom to keep cool when all you want to
do is scream, healing for your brokenness be it physical, spiritual or
emotional, inspiration for researchers for all health conditions to be
cured. What is it that you need most right now? Let us
know. Miracles do happen but we need to ask God for them.
Our prayer bracelets went to Haiti with our mission team.... and at
least one stayed there! Our team is back but please continue to keep
them in your prayers as they process what they have seen and done
and what to do next.
On Steve Campbell's blog that he wrote while they were away (if you
haven't read it yet, please check it out
www.f10andfriends.blogspot.com), he wrote a bit about
the wristbands. Saying that the verse that is printed on them,
Romans 12:12 could be translated in our times as:
"Keep calm and pray on"
My prayer is that we all do this, praying for each other as we know
about needs or even just because God has set someone on your heart
but you don't know why. If you feel our Lord nudging you to join the
Prayer Team here at First UMC FV please speak with me or send me
an email. We are always open for more pray-ers!
Mark your calendars now before they get filled up! Sunday November
2 is All Saints Sunday, the day we remember the saints who have gone
on before us during the past year. On this day, the Prayer Team is
hosting a luncheon after church to honor the families of those saints.
All are welcome and encouraged to join us for lunch.
A love offering will be taken but no matter the size of the offering
you give, even if you can not give one, please join us for fellowship and
lunch.
In prayer,
Debbie White

COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS DINNER

As a sign of the light of Christ,
First United Methodist Church will
be opening our Fellowship Hall on
Christmas Day to offer a feast for
those in our community for whom
the day is a struggle. The
tentative plans are to invite
people to drop-in between 4:00
pm and 7:00 pm on Christmas
Day, December 25th. We will be
serving a traditional turkey dinner,
enjoy seasonal music and send
everyone home with a small gift.
If you or your family wish to be a
part of this special event, there
are several ways to do so.
Monetary or food donations,
small gifts for our stockings or
helping with the meal itself are a
few of the ways you can help. If
you have questions or
suggestions, please feel free to
call the church office.

Walk to Emmaus
Vacation days are slowly coming to an end, but how
about a Fall Spiritual Vacation? You can spend three
days without any responsibilities, cell phones, or
watches and “just being waited on by devoted Emmaus
team members”. Well, you can experience that by
taking the Walk to Emmaus where it is an opportunity to
meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God’s grace and love
is revealed to you through other believers.

Wednesday Night
Dinners

The objective of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge, and
equip the local church members for Christian action in
their homes, churches, and place of work. Emmaus lifts
up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared
with others. You will leave that weekend with a deeper
understanding of what it means to be a follower of Jesus
Christ!

Wednesday night, October 1st
at 6:00pm will be our first
Wednesday Night Dinner of the
year. We will announce the
menu in the bulletin each
Sunday prior to the dinner and
have you RSVP on the pew
pads or you may contact the
church office by noon on
Monday prior to the meal.

If you have questions or would like to attend, you may
contact some of our members: Debbie White, Tena
Beauchamp, Mark Beauchamp, or Jeanne Elks.

F.A.S.T.

Walk to Emmaus Reunion Group

Haiti Mission Team
We have safely returned and are continuing to readjust to life here while missing our new friends in Haiti.
Stay tuned….we will soon share about our time in
Haiti with the congregation!
Did you follow our blog? Check it out at
f10andfriends.blogspot.com.

Are you retired and looking for
something to do? Well then,
maybe the F.A.S.T. group is for
you. Join us on September
17th as Four Oaks Bank will be
providing lunch and a speaker.
In addition, on the second
Wednesday in October we will
meet at the church at 10:30am
to go downtown where we will
be given a tour of some of the
historical places in Fuquay
Varina. Afterwards, we will
return to church for lunch.

Fuquay Varina Emergency Food
Pantry
Please bring either
bagged or boxed
dry cereal to the
fellowship hall
before September
21. The cereal will go to those in need in
Fuquay Varina. If you have any other
pantry appropriate items to donate,
please bring them to the fellowship hall
as well.

Member Care News
There will be a Member Care meeting at
Cooley’s - September 13th at 12 noon.
Anyone interested in joining this very
important committee may contact one of
the following:
Barbara Hackney
919-567-1203 (home)
919-815-5855 (cell)
Annette Stuart
919-552-5959 (home)
919-612-5589 (cell)

Missions Ministry
If you or a family member feels called to
help those in our community, nation, and
world through missions, please consider
joining the missions ministry at First
Church.

Attention Facebook Users
If you have "liked" the church's Facebook
page then you were easily able to keep up
with the mission team to Haiti while they
were gone! Though anything important is
not a numbers game (what is important is the
people we reach and the impact we have on
them, doing our best on Facebook or in
person to be sure that impact is
positive), when I posted the group picture of
our team that was about to head to Haiti we
reached an all time high number of people
reached with any one post -- 508 people saw
that picture and knew we had a mission team
heading to Haiti! I think that is incredible!
If you are on Facebook, please 'like' First
United Methodist Church of Fuquay Varina so
that you can keep up with activities at the
church as well as district events and other
Methodist information!

Laser Tag

Huge Slides

Rope and
Tire Swings
Basketball,
Ping-Pong

FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 5TH
6:30-8:30PM

Sand Pit and
Sand Volleyball

first church family night

Join us for a fun night with your church family! We will play from 6:30-8:30pm. Bring your
own picnic supper or hotdogs to cook over the campfire. Remember to wear clothing to cover
your swimsuit and also bring a towel.

God Squad
All 3rd-5th graders are invited to attend our meetings! We meet in the basement
for supper, devotion time and games/activities. Feel free to bring a friend to our
meetings! Also, “like” our God Squad page on Facebook for updates and pictures.
Contact Dana Vaughn at djjv_vaughn@yahoo.com with any questions.
We will be using the curriculum entitled “Uncommon Bible Study Outlines and
Messages” this year. We will explore our emotions and present day issues while
also turning our focus to the Word and exploring scripture.
Meet our Leaders:
Girl group: Elizabeth Peele and Dana Vaughn
Boys group: Chad Benditz, Jeff Munzenmaier and Craig Setzer

September 7th: God Squad meeting from 5-6:30pm
We will focus on the lesson: “Seen and Not Heard: Loving Others.”

September 21st: God Squad meeting from 5-6:30pm
We will focus on the lesson: “Me, Myself and I: Self-Centeredness.”

Birthdays
9/2
9/3
9/3
9/4
9/4
9/5
9/5
9/6
9/6
9/6
9/7
9/7
9/8
9/8
9/8
9/8
9/9
9/11
9/11
9/11
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/15
9/15

Mack Dewar
Anne Holliday
Diane Stephenson
Connie Barnes
Foy Cotton
Lisa Ashworth
June Smith
Frances Arnold
Susan Brugler
Izzy McFalls
Melissa Scherpereel
Richard Terrell
Scott Chastain
Terry Hackney
Elizabeth Peele
Don Tripp
Denise Dianaty
Barbara Bailey
Kayla Boyette
Davis Chastain
Tiffany Warren
Tina Andrews
Charles Parker
Brenda Monroe
Maggie Ashworth
Linda Whitley

9/16
9/16
9/17
9/18
9/19
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/21
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/28
9/29
9/30
9/30
9/30
9/30

Donna Wagner
Reagan Whitley
Ruth Kinton
Barbara Grey
Marie Iannone
Ruth Surles
Brantley Barnes
Chip Webb
Mack Cruze
William Fowler
Doris Thrower
Charlie Barnes
Chet Butcher
Jay Root
Keith McCombs
Bill Kiser
Sarah Mountford
Anne Ahl
Michael Cruzze
John Enloe
Tammie Stagnitta
Max Ashworth
Kaitlynn Barnes
Ed Garrett
Jean Seabrooke

Anniversaries
9/5
9/7
9/9
9/14
9/15
9/18
9/18
9/25
9/25
9/25

Ken & Marge Pelton
Danny & Faye Cress
Jeff & Beth Munzenmaier
Ed & Metra Ashworth
Roger & Missy White
Chris & Anne Ahl
Steve & Debbie White
Mike & Beth Austin
Jim & Mona Fortunes
Mike Dorman & Tina Andrews

